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Alfww'i liigtf Position ra the Dijr of At*
taininr lit lijority.

The People Indifferent and the War Op¬
erations Cooling Down.

National Relations to Cuba and
the United States.

Minmn, Hot. 28, l§7fc
. inhere Is anything tbat the reading world wmli

more than another," said an ex-Minister to ra« yester¬
day, "It t« truth about Spam." And ha waa right.
The frigid breezes from the Pyrenees have chilled the

Mr of old Caatile to a degree not equalled for year*
.past, and tba same frost that baa brought down tho
orange* baa put up the price of substitutes for drafted
patriots. The prospects of a winter among the sleet
and ram of the Basque Province cause* the patriotic
pulse of many a young hidalgo to beat much slower
than a sense of duly would dictate. net there are ao

many other thtnga the air" that It la difficult to
choose one'a subject.

the kino's majority.
The breeze which played about tbe palace tbls after-

boob, daring tbe most august congratulation of the
young King apon reaching hia eighteenth year, waa

savored as much with diplomacy an.l bogus homage as

garlic and bad tobacco. The wbolc proceeding waa In¬
teresting as showing the grand total of Spain's nobility
and the amount of gold lace and number o( decorations
wblcb It la possible for . (Ingle worthy breast
to carry. Tall men, short men, gross and petite,
pattered along the balla, up tbe staircases,,
and then slipped down and away again.

But In all the vast, not Indifferent, crowd which sur-

"rounded the palace, thero were many curtoua thoughts
visible on ftaces hero and thero. In my hearing one

faithful subject asked, without a »badow of treason or

-desire for change in bla voice, but in a matter of cour.no

war:."How long will this slate of things last?"
Thta brings us to tba consideration of several important
eonsideratlona which must more or lesa affect the
tennre ot the young King and the relations between
America and Spain

snanns or statecraft.
It has been asserted, denied and again reaffirmed tbat

Don Alfonao will early take the field in peraon at the
head of the loyal forces to crush out l>on Carlos in the
North. Tbe announcement waa only the offspring of the
wi.-h with the people, and for the time they forgot their
buniensomo taxes, tbeir conscriptions, their exiled
Yrtends, and. worst of all, their deferred electiona, In
the hope that pearo would be restored and tbat the
greater evils from which they suffered would right
themselves. But now it seems almost certain that,
however the King may now be forced to act, the
promise of the royal presence was only a ministerial
ruse to settle a very troublesome and grave political
question. The anxiety of llarttnez Campos and
3uesada to have tbe question decided as

to whgpn should be tho honor of restor¬
ing peace nn<l of bringing to an end tbe disastrous
wir in the North forced upon tbe Ministry the neces¬

sity of deciding which of th" two should be Captain
fieneral of the Spanish troops. This was a decision the
King could not afford to makeat this Juncture of affairs.
The time was most inopportune; the Ministry might
hue "split" upon this issue; anil small as tbe question
seems It was dangerous. The differences of opiuion
might have been greater, might have tieen lei<s, than was

actually believed, but It was counted on that a division
would certainly occur. At tills time the Alfonso govern¬
ment cannot risk even a small division of its vitality.
Co statecraft, that misused word which Is synony¬
mous with anything from courtly boot-licking to down¬
right assassination, was employed. It was announced
that the young King, as fine a young lad as ever carried
» cigar In the corner of his month, would tnko the field
In November. Then the pressure of official dntles com¬

pelled a postponement of His Matesty's departure until
©ecember, and already I see tbat he Is not likely to get
.B before January. Meanwhile

TUB WAtt IACS

and the generals who are fighting in the North can

lengthen the campaign out until somebody will get
llred. The result, however, is indisputable, the ques¬
tion as to who shall be Captain General Is settled for
the present, and an accident or tho diphtheria may com*

P'ete the good work of wise statesmen. I believe tt
was Sebtller who promulgated this scheme when ho
wrote.'There can be no jealousy as between the King
and us, for be is over us all." The general impression
among the Spaniards, as 1 gather It at the caftfs, n---m«
to be that the King will merely take the ileld to fee
the end. This will give him all the prestige of a vic¬
torious sovereign. It is only twenty hours by rail from
here to the seat of war, and a Hkrai.o special news¬

paper train could do it to eight hours without any diffi¬
culty. So may a special bearing the King. The sud¬
den and serious illness of Don Carlos, of which there
is no longer ground for doubt, may end the war even
sooner than mortal prophecy can guess.

THE Pr.0M.lf CI.AMOROCS.
If there Is sny rule In which I dislike to appear It Is

tbat of a political prophet. Experience teaches that It
Is a very uncertain and precarious way of earning
either reputation or money, even In America, where
the blood of the nation runs smooth and cool; but hero
In Spain I am doubly certain tbat It would be the most
absurd employment a man could engage in. To-mor¬
row may see Madrid In a state of revolution; a week
may see either a new republic or the present King.
drspite tho doubts expressed on every hand.firmly
^ated on the throne. Therefore, I do not desire to be
regarded as speaking in the light of prophecy, bnl as
one who, having mixed with the elements of all par¬
ties, knowing no distinction, writes what he has seen
and beard Although I am aware that the American
fnestton is of more immediate interest to your readers
than the present confused state of political affairs here.
( beg to be allowed to speak first of Spain, as Indicating
what events at home may produce errain results in tbe
rotations of the peninsula with the outside world.

A OR4VB 1MTIOWAI. D1WCtll.TT.
However soon the war shall end the govarnment of

Spain will find itself confronted by a great issuo which
will require immediate and decisive action. I refer to
tbe elections, which, bsving been from time to time

postponed without any excuse satisfactory to the p*o-
£le, are now clamored for in every club and rnf* and at

.very street corner. The masses, overburdened with
taxes, lisble to be conscripted at an hour's notice, are

»ow thoroughly tired of this temporizing, and bare so-

riornly begun to think that they see before them the
germs of a monarchy more absolute than Isabella's.
Alarmed, though not rctiellioos, they sigh for the loss
.fa Spanish liberty they never possessed. From one

Month to another the people have awaited tlie prorla-
raatlon for a general election; but no bulletin has ap¬
peared Tbe Ministers of State, who should he able to
flsel the Spanish pulse, appear Ignorant of the gather
lag storm ; Indeed, indifteroni. The arreK of three clti-
sens of Madrid for tailing to remove their hats in the
.yresejmof the King at the National Opera House only
. few mgfeWago ha* greatly strengthened the feeling of
tnieeurity ".It i* now a-serted that there were other
*«ase«s*»f 4helr arrest yet this does not make the
.faira whittles* unfortunate I saw

.tn ba/sstt sins Tnnot,';n T«r rnsr.To nut, sot.,
the great central plara of Madrid, last evening, accom¬

panied by the Princess, snd I was surprised to see that
very few persons among the throng that lined the
route seemed to tske sny Interest in the passing cor¬
tege Not one man out of fifty raised Itts hat, and
tbere w.is not a symptom of the homage which Is man¬
ifested in I/tndon whenever any member of the royal
family appears in the streets. This indifference indi¬
cates eotneibmg, and the advisers of the King ouglii to
be able to observe it "Confound the harper who always
blunders on tbe same string," wrote Horace, years ago,
tmr the direction of others than those given to composing
?ere**. Vet in the nineteenth century sway goes this
new monsrrh from "allegro to amlantt ann an<Mnv to

mlnftn." in the same eld measure, which must soon

bring h'rn to the end of the ball. Monarch* appear
to belong to that peculiar clsss of people to whom
«en her «*perie»ce nor history teache* anything. Some
#.. «®cning the pre»ent government may find out its
mistake eu waking up to lind a revolution on its hands
ta Uie city *f Madrid, eery much like the Parts Com-

mm. Already Aiftuuu, CarllM sympathizers, lib-

.rats, republicans, conservatives, SerranolfU, ar« shak¬
ing ikrlr beads and asking (hmMlm tbeqaestton,
"How long do y#u think these things ess iasi, ay
man V'

inonitCT, pcbb asb bimplb.

notwithstanding all these facts tbsrs are In Spain tbs
germ* of jiurs democracy. 1 Libertf, e/falttt, fratrr-

could bs written over the door of every caft with
the utmost truth. Counts, marquises and dons thors
alt and rbai with oi I'oUok. The best illustration of
what I mean would be an occurrence w&lch came under
my observation a few evenings slno*. I bad strolled
Into one of the large eafft on the trails det Alcala, when
1 saw the principal boll lighter of Madrid approach a

marquis, and, slapping him on the back, address him
n a phrase which can only bo translated into Amer¬
ican as

"HOW ARB TOO, OU» TOP 7"
80 far from resenting this or showing any annoyance,
the hidalgo replied cheerfolly, "Happy as a clam " Of
course I have put these expressions in "American," so

that they may convey exactly ths same impression to
the reader that they did to the Spanish ear. But for
contrast's sake, imagine a bull fighter slapping Prince
Kred Grant on the shoulder and saying, "How are you,
my dufTerT" Why, the scene at the Potter Palmer
House would not be . comparison.

^
I tell you there

would be murder done. Still, such Is life »n poor old
Spain, and Spanish noblemen mature under a different
air than that which blow* over the region between Csp-
Itol Hill and Georgetown ileights.

absrica and SPAM.

The Cuban qnestmn is as fruitful a theme as ever.
That the Immediate danger is over.unless some new

outrages shall be perpetrate*! In Cuba.1 am assured ss

the very highest authority. The reply of General Jo-
Tellar may not meet with approval in Washington, but
for the present wsr Is avoidod. The letter of l>on Car¬
los, silly and Impracticable as It was, strikes the key¬
note of the refrsin which has had fragmentnry exist¬
ence in every Spanish heart for the past two yean.
The delusion of Ibis aecado in Spain has been the be
Jlof by every one of her citizens that the United Slates
thirsts for Cnba and will drink the blood of the best
cabulleros of tho Peninsnls, If need be, to satisfy the
longing. It Is folly.sheer waste of brain tissue and
Irrn force.to attempt to convince the nomadic slgnor
whom you everywhere encounter that the United
States wishes to svoid the annexation of Cuba. It Is
thankless work to assure the nignor that Cuba is worth

1 twico to m In commerce what she would be did we

posses* her; that of all the miserable, ucpopulated,
devastated, worthless regions on the earth, the Interior
of that island Is the worst. Ho smiles a Satanic leer of
doubt, slaps the end or his e«pa in your face and

, walks oflT.
.What is the chief cause of this state of thingsV

I answer, that aside from the hesitating and tempor¬
izing policy which the United States has maintained
toward Spain, there is only one cause, and that Is to be
found in New York, snd not in Madrid.

THB HISPAHA AMKBICAK PRESS.
I have always admired the absolute liberty of ths

press which exists In America, and have to regret
more than ever now that the rest of the world does not
understand It equally well. There exists in the city of
New York, although known only to a limited circle of
readers, a journal whose editor enjoys a pension from
the Spanish government ol about $40,000 per year.
This Journal Is filled with the most atrocious misrepre¬
sentations regarding the American feelings about Spain
and Cuba. Of course, no harm results In New York,
both from the limited audience addressed snd from the
understanding tbnt the paper is a Spaolsh organ. But
in Madrid the cane Is entirely reversed. This journal
is found on file in every club bouse, In many of the
larger cafit, on the tables of every Minister and on
the exchange list of every newspaper In Madrid. Ills
more ttian probable that this circulation Is gratuitous,
but It I* not surprising that the paper is regarded as

one of the chief organs of Spsnish opinion In
.iew York. Every Madrid newspaper on the table be¬
fore me as I write contains some reference to or ex-
tract from this Insignificant New York journal, all
abusive and malicious. The papers of Madrid sre

small and chesp and their circulations are larg«. The
people read, and reading, believe. Is It strange, then,
that after a few months' instruction in such a school
the Spaniards think the Americans an ambitions,
grasping people, bent on wresting from them Ihe
»acred isle? Spain's worst enemy is a Spaniard who,
off in New York, she pays to kindle flres which require
all the diplomatic cold water of the Madrid Ministry to

quench. Yet within the past week she has heaped
now honors upon this man In the shape of titles, decor¬
ations and a double pension. So sho goes bliBdly on
until the inevitable end will meot her face to face. Irre-
presslble as the great American question of slavery will
the Spaniards soon render this Cnban question. The
un«xpiated outrages, the murders of women snd chil¬
dren and the sanctioning of slsvery will eventually call
down the wrath of Got and mas. 1 write this para¬
graph not to Americans, but to Spaniards, who, living
in the nineteenth century, forget that the world motes
on an4 leaves them behind.

FRANCE.

THI BEPCBI.ICAN ET.ECTION8 AND BEFTBLICAN
pabtt pbo*pectb.macmahon's dangebs.

A RADICAL DKMOCBACT OB THE ALTER*AT1TE
OF A COt*P D'ETAT.THE 8CEZ CANAL PCB-
chabe.England's masterstroee op east¬
ern POLICY.

Paris, Dec. 7, 1875.
The mists which overcast the political horizon at the

beginning of the session have well nizh cleared away;
and, now that the Select Committee has made its formal
report in tavor of a speedy dissolution and general elec-
Hon. It may not be Inopportune to take a general glance
at the situation.

MfOH AND TKT 1.ITTLE

has been accomplished by the Chamber during the
month which has elapsed since It met. Mueh. for the
vexed question of the scimfinji has been set at rest, and
all parties are well agreed that an appeal to the countryi en no loncer bo delayed; and little, inasmuch as the
government of the Republic Is Mill in the hands of anti-

republicans, snd the luture of the constitution remains
uncertain. Indeed, there Is more uncertainty now

than at the beginning of the session ; for then it was

thought that the JJofTet Ministry would not long sur¬

vive the opening of Parliament, and that a ilightly
more liberal Ministry would succeed it; and though the j
possible action of the President caused uneasiness, yet
it was hoped that the young Republic would abortly j
triumph over sll opposition and succeed In becoming
an institution beyond the reach of discussion. But ths

VICTOR! RS WON ST TUB OOVrR!*«fR\T,
albeit in a dying Assembly, make It impossible for tns

republican* to entertain too -anguine hopes for the
success ol their csuse. They sre now regarded
throughout the country a* the boaten party, and ths

ORDINART rssncn KI.SfTOIt

is not, like Cato, dispoaod to favor the vanquished
cause. The conservatives, on the other hand, will go
to the country with the great advantage of being :bo
party in possession of office, and many are the peasants
and petty shopkeepers who will vote for whatever can¬

didates they may put forward simply because they are

on the «:de of Power. The petty proprietor of the soil
Wishe* for a quiet llfo, which he hopes to obtain by
constantly supporting authority. He doe* not appear
to recognize the fact that it la this impassive altitude
on his part which nas made despotism and misgovern
ment so easy in Franco, and lias given him net peace
but half a score of revolutions and three invasion* of
the territory in eighty years.
So it wili be again, Bit far a* one may Judge from the

hKtory of the post. With the aid of
tub statk or ilioi

and the zealotip co-operation of the local administra¬
tion and clercy In every department, M. Buflet and
his colleagues will in all probability secure a majority
at the poll* in February.thBt 1*, a majority of deputies
openly or secretly hostile to the Republic and willing to

overthrow it at the first convenient opportunity. But
it will not be a homogeneous majority; It will be di
tided, perhaps, pretty equally into Ronapartlst* and
those who, for want of a convenient term, may he

designated »s Orleanists, not that they care much for
the Cotnte de Pari* or the Due d'Aumale, but that
th<y dislike imperialism, which interfere* with
their own pet plan of a government sim¬

ilar te that which ruled England before
the Reform bill. orleunist Jlid Honapartlst will
arree in nothing save that they may combine on .su¬
preme occasions to keep down the republicans; though
it is not quite certain whether the I'rmce Imperial s

adherents may not attempt to make ihe republicans
pHy the dignified rule of Ihe cat In a well known fable.
It it whispered that at the present moment they »re

| ooquetiag with ths Left, (Ad half inclined te support

! thorn ob the nomination* to the Senate. Their otyect la,
oc court®, to render

A LL COSSBRV AT1VB OOV*l«!nMXTS »CT OW«

Impoesible, and ao to bring about a situation similar ta
that of December, 1951, when the country, weary of
the mil less atrlfe of parties, may accept the Kmpire sa

a jns all's. In short, what Is to be feared as the result
of the lata Ministerial triumphs, Is the return of a ma¬

jority formed on the common basla of antagonism to
the Republic, but having no other p*lnt of agreement;
and, as a necessary consequence of the fhilure of an*

one party to acquire a decided preponderance, a elate
of political uurest, ol plot and Intrigues, which may at

length Induce Marshal MacMahon, or possibly some
other Marshal, to eut the Gordlan knot of the compli¬
cation with the sword.
The President might strike

A coup d'btat
on his own behalf, bat he would be more likely to pro¬
claim Napoleon IV. and appeal to the army to ratify
his e.holew. which the army would not have much hesi¬
tation in doing. At the same tune It Is not impossible
that the republican* may obtain a decisive majority «t
the general election, though one muft be careful to
distinguish republicans who follow the leadership of M.
Thiers or M. Gambetia from those republicans ol yester¬
day who Just think the Republic may be tolerated with a
duke or a soldier at its head. In order to firmly establish
and consolidate the Republic there must be in the next
Chamber an overwhelming number of liberals at once
moderate snd sincere, able to dispense at once with
the aid of the "intractable*" (who frighten the timid
middle class), and with that of recently converted roy¬
alists, wUo have a lingering regret for the monarchy.

TUB NATIONAL ASSKMM.T.
In the session yesterday M l*sns, chairman of the

Select Committee on the Elections, read the report to
whieh I have alluded above. It recommended that the
prorogation, pruviou* to the dissolution, should not
take place later than the end ol the present month,
and should. If possible, be earlier; the nomination of
delegates for the election of Senators by the municipal
councils to take place on the 9th of January; the ac¬
tual election ol Senators to take place on the "1M of
January; the elections to the Lower Chambor to be
hold ou the 20th of February; tho new Assembly to
meet on the 8lh ol March. A lively emotion," a*
Frenchmen say, seized the Deputies when M. Paris
had finished itie reading of the report. Many mem¬
bers ol the l.elt crowded round tho Ministerial Bench
and inquired of Its occupants if they were disposed to
accept the dales agreed upon by the committee. They
all replied they were. M. Dufanre (Minister of Justice)
added that they were even disposed to hasten the dis¬
solution.
Tl* sun CATtAL riRCnASK.WHAT IS 8AID Of BSO-

LAND'e BAtUAl!!.
The principal topic of discussion in political circles

continues to be the purchase el tho Suez shares by
Ureal Britain. To do Frenchmen justice, ihey are cot
so much alarmed In respect of their material interests,
which they know are rafe enough, as mortified at tho
loss of prestige and Influence in iho world's councils,
of which they fancy tho Anglo Kgyptlan incident to bo
a token They feel that the Due Deeazes may have
acted for the best in entering but cautiously Into the
negotiations with the Khedive's government, but It is
Just this enforced prudence of the Minister of V ranee
whieh hurts their self lore. Formor French Cabinets,
thev think, would have had moredatk, and Mr. Disraeli
and his colleagues would not have been so bold but lor
the changed situation brought about by the disaster of

S<The republicans, and notably the Rfpvbliqu* Pram-
{auf, the organ of M. Gambetia, are loudest in their
upbraiding oi the timid policy which has lost France
her preponderance In Kgypt; partly, no doubt, be¬
cause the republicans are not at this moment In office,
but partly also because they have more laith In their
country's power. All the potential energies of French
statesmanship arc to be found on tho Loft of the
Speaker's chair in the Assembly, and this is one of the
reasons why peaceful folk, possessod of taxable prop¬
erty, are very much afraid of the advent of M. (lara-
bet'ta to power, believing him capable of declaring

war with gbrwasv
or any other State at twenty-fonr hours' notice. Their
feats, however, are quite groundless, for the ex-Dictator
Is a stronger heeded inau than he was live winters back,
and though as premier or president he would probably
show a bolder tront to the world than M. Thiers or Mar-
shul MacMahon. he would understand perfectly well the
modified conditions under which "The Great Nation"
mu«t henceforth assert herself. But he would not,
like the Due Docuzes, be frtchtened out ol buying some
canal shares lor tear ol what might be said of the bar¬
gain at Berlin, and he would show a little more resolu¬
tion in overcoming the opposition of reluctant finan¬
ciers. Generally speaking, It may be sa»d that the
French are not lar wrong in their appreciation or the
bearings of the sale; for whnt has been gained in au¬
thority by H.ngland has clearly been lost to France, and
the latter Tower has the mortification of seeing by the
comments of the German press on the transaction how
thoroughly her enemies have realised that fact. But it
must be repeated that whatever may be the diminution
ol credit rycasioned to tho French government the
French shareholder has no reason to regret the pur¬
chase, and this is, after all, tho essential point for Min¬
isters to consider.

THR noXAPARTIST DBMOJtSTRATIOX.
M. Paul de Cassagnac, who organized the

Bonapartist demonstration at Belleville, and M.
Tarbd, the editor of tho Imperialist (iaulmt, who
printed the speeches, are summoned to appenr on the
7th Inst, before tne Paris Court of Assize on the usual
and beauttlnlly elastic charge of "inc'ting to hatred
and contempt of the government." Some republicans
are also to be prosecuted for equally indefinite oflences,
presumably by way of keeping up the balance ot
parties.
There has been an attempt of late to get up an agita¬

tion against
Civri MARR1AGBS,

the clergy being of opinion that iho religious ceremony
is sufficient. As some importance has oecn erroneously
attributed to the movement It may be as well to say at
once tnat lbe bulk of the conservative party have no
gvmpnthy with it whatever. Indeed, In days before the
revolution some of the warmest advocates of ihe law as
It now is were to be found among zealous Catholics, who
wished the sanctity of the marriage tie to be guaranteed
by the authority of the State. The laity of France has
long made up its tnind on the subject.

CAPTAIN MXELLY'S CONFEDERATE
RECORD.

tttw PABT IS THE CAPTTJRE AT BATOT7 BtETTF
is 1863.

Nbw York, Dec. 23, 1876.
To tub Editor of the Hbralds.

Will you permit roe to correct a misstatement
In the Interesting account of Captain MeNelly's
operations on the Texan border which appeared
in Monday's Hbrai.o? The writer refers to a

published book of mine as authority for an error

which, though unimportant lo me personally, ought to

be replaced by truth In a journal which, I believe,
always prefers facts to surmises. It Is not true that
Captain McNelly, as averred, effected my "capture" at

Bayou Brrnf, 1a, June 24, 18*!, by a "ruse," and ob¬
tained possession of my post, "with 30S men, *,000 refu-
fees and $1,000,<K» worth of stores." Captain
McNelly is mentioned In my book as a sim¬
ple messenger from the camp of General
Green, who summoned us to surrender, in the name

ef General Taylor, who, with General Monton, com-

mended the Confederate force (12 000 strong), that had
captured Brashear City the day before. It is true,
$1 000.000 worth (estimated) of military stores and
officers' private effects had been left at Bayou Bo-nf
by General Banks, when he marched np the Teche
country and all those stores were In a sugsr house, at
mr post. But I burned tho sugv house before sur¬
render and destroyed everything In it. as a necessity
of -xar'' at the same time dismantling the only two rati-
road engine- accessible to the enemy. In order to do
prive him of his expected means of transporting troops
to Algiers for an as-ault on New Orleans. When I sur¬
rendered it was in presence of General Major's cav¬
alry lorces which overran Bayou B<euf from another
point. Captain McNelly, I beliove, i» a courageous and
patriotic officer of his State, who is now a loyal man,
ant he needs no untruth, damaging to my reputation,
to add an uncalled for error to history or a trivial
eomnlimeni to his service as a member of General
t;reen'sstaff in IBM The subjoined note from an officer jwhom I despatched with my snswer lo General Tay-
lor's summons, as communicated by Caplain McNelly,
will show the entire relation that young Confederate had
with our "capture." A. J. H. DC'GANNK.

Nbw Voek, Dee. 2*4, 1S74.
Db»R CoioVbi.:.To my personal knowledge 0«pt»ln

McNelly -srae to the railroad crossing with but two
comrade*, all threo armed with muskets snd without
ude arms, btlt bearing a flag of truce. He represented
himself as authorized to demand our surrender to Gen¬
eral Tarlor's iorcc- He agreed to the terms you de¬
manded that our officers' private effects should be re¬
spected snd our side arms allowed to be retained. Only
nn a messenger did he present himself from the Con
federate cniitp. lie left us Lieutenants Klrby and
Slienier to go bsck to his e*mp, snd we returned to
.ur*. whieh General Major -oon alter entered, with
h>s confederal" cavalry, before we «^in sow or heard
from faptain McNellv You ordered the sugar hou«e
tn be burned, with its content* the night previoas.
and >he two locomotives were, by your orders, ren¬
dered un erviceable lielore we negotiated for surrender-
ing the post. .. _WILLIAM I' COF.. 21 \ e«ev street. New York.
Late r-nptain Company U., ITfltrt Regiment, !*. Y. Y.
Colonel A. J. H. Dv<>a> vs.

FIRES.
A Are broke out shortly after four o'clock yesterday

morning in the sub cellar of the four story building No.
34 Leonard street The flames spread rapidly, neces¬

sitating the sounding of a second slarm By the ener¬

getic efforts of the firemen the flames were confined to

one building. The first fioor was occupied by William
Redmond * Son. importer* and lealers in linen goods,
who-c loss IS estimated at about
The upper part ol the building was occupied by J. k

M Rose, dealers in wholesale clothing, whose stock Is
damaged by smoke to the event of $2,000. The build-
1ns Was damaged to the extent of about $2,000
The losses are all covered by insurance The Are is

thought lo have originated from an overheated stove
tn tho tnb-foliAr.

__

An alarm of rtrf from Jfo. H3 fToo«itr «twt w««
sounded as Hie engine* were returning from Ihe Leon
ard street lire The firemen soon arrived at the sj«>t,
but the lire had been extinguished by Olflcer Miskeli,
of the Kighth precinct, who had hit hand severely
fcoraed m hta tffnrU.

f ( , ¦ . ,

CHURCH TAXATION.

ornriomi or tooikia niioTMn.sijgnjtBm
or VIKWB BITVVE1K PBKRIDKKT OBANT AND
OOTBBSOB KEMPKIt.

Pbtrrsritro, Va.. Dee. 18, W7&.
A correspondent of the Hkrai.d, desiring I* ascertain

the views of the Methodist ministers of this city with

respect to the taxation of church properly, recom¬

mended m the last Message of President Grant, called
thla morning on the Rev. J. A. P.iddtck, who haa been

recently asatgn.»d by the Virginia Conference to the
pastoral charge of tbe Washington atreet Methodtst
Episcopal church. Thia I* an important and well-to-do
station, and pays Its pastor a higher annual salary than

any other church of the same denomination In the
State.
Ry a bappy chance Mr. Rlddlck was found In his

study, with three other preachers ot the same laitb.
Rev. W. R, Best, of the Rlandfbrd Wesley chapel; Rev.
John Bavley, of the church at Kitrichs, and Rer. J. D.
Keilev, a local preacher and father of the Hon. A. M.
Kellev. Mayor of Richmond. Tbe subject waa opened
without delay er ceremony, the minister! present
were frank In the expression of tlwir opinions, and all,
atrange to say, nnlted la believing that the principle of
taxing church property was eminently politic and
proper.

V1KWS or MtVKRAL CLBKGTBB*.
Mr. Bavley, being first called on, said that tbe Justice

of making churchcs contribute their proper quota to
the support ol the State lay In this.that they were
well able to bear It, their members being made up, In
the main, of chiefly well-to-do and prosperous people.
Many churches were rich and ought not to be exempt
from ibclr equal part of the public burthen. Besides,
he continued, the experiment Is being made in the
United States, for tho first time in history, of maintain¬
ing a Church apart from tbo State, and exception from
taxation was In some sense an official recognition
beyond what was necessary. The Church was well able
to tako care of her interest. The Biblo had described
religion as carrying r!<*hes in one of her bando with
length of days. If bis parishioners did not tskocaro
of bim It was their own fault.tboy were able to do it.
Mr. Brtylev, who is an Englishman by birth, said that
his only objectfon to the Church of England was that
it was established and supported by government, and
he promised to show ity IIkrami correspondent a book
which he had written long before the question wan
introduced Into politics and on the abstract merits of
the matter.

Rev. Mr. Riddick said he had not given any speeial
thought to the subject; but on tbe ilr.sl blush he rould
see no good reason why churches, too. should not
be expected to pay taxes. He thought, however, that
there should bo some reasonable limit.say of $25,000.-
Insiead of ihe low maximum suggested by the Presi¬
dent ($2,000). He thought it would, perh.ips, be best
to exempt all church cditic.es from taxation, except
where they wurn ornamented with pictures and othor
works of art not necessary to the purposos of worship.
It was eminently right that

A RICH CORPORATION
like Trlutty church. New York, which owned store*
and blocks of houses, should b# taxed like any other
corporation.
A question was here raised at> to whether the Metho¬

dist Church owned anything else than the church
buildings, parsonages Ac.; and Mr. Bavley said the
Methodist colleges or the country belonged to the
Cbnrch. and were held by trustees originally appointed
by the Church and acting for It. l'here seemed to bo
somo disposition to question whether this relation
exactly constituted proprietorship.

Mr. Ketley said the subject ouj:ht to be regarded with
reference to the lights and teachings of history. He
believed these all tended to prove that tbe Church
should claim no exemption and no privilege and owo
nothing to Carsar or the State that was his due. Great
wars had been waged by reason of tbe onerous and In-
toieraoie burden imposed by a

HRNRFICRn AMO PRIVII.KGBD CLERGY.
In England the Church l«ids, accumulating from tbe
landing of Augustine to the time ot Henry VIII.,
amounted to one-half the arable area of tho kingdom.
This brought on tho Reformation. In France the im¬
mense weight of the priesthood and tho property held
in mortmaiu for the benefit of the Church precipitated
the revolution of 1T93. In Germany the same expe¬
rience had been undergone and tho samo lesson taught
Tho accumulation of property and the excesses ot the
Orders had strengthened the reforming fury of I.uther. {
To-day the greatest hindrance to the stabie peace and
good government In Italy arose Irom tho troubles con¬
nected with ohorch property. Mr. Kelley was in favor,
both in Justice to the public and to preserve the purity
of the cnurch Itself, to tax church property, without
exception or exemption.

Mr. Best contented himself with saying that be
affirmed the views that had boon advanced by his
brother clergymen.

Rev. R. N. Slcdd, pastor of the Market street churnt),
. large and flourishing congregation, believed that tho
principle of taxing churches or church property was
wrong, and he was opposed per $r to the proposition.
Mr. Slcdd said that churches were established and
operated under the guidance of Providence not to
make money, but to save souls. He *aid that his views
on the subject were expressed with great ability and
clearness by Bishop Gibbous, of Richmond, in a com¬
munication that appeared two or three days ago in the
Richmond Ditipntch.
Your correspondent was not able to see Rev. H. G.

Brown, pastor of the High street Methodist Episcopal
church, but lenrns that his views on the subject accord
with those of Mr. Slcdd.
The Star ol this city camp out editorially a few days

ago in opposition to the taxation of church property,
as recoinmendcd in the Message of Governor Kemper.

A Cl'BIOtm OOnCIDBNCK.
In this conncctlen it may not be inappropriate to

mention what is now regarded here as a most singular
and remarkable coincidence, and that is tbo similarity
of the recommendation regarding the taxation of
church property in the respective messages of Presi¬
dent Grant and Governor Kemper.

It had hitherto escaped public observation, but as
soon as this subject began to be agitated here It wns
remarked that the thing looked very peculiar in a po¬
litical point of view.
Governor Kemper In his Message says;.
Among other subjects of supplementary taxation tbat ef

clinrrii property Is entitled to t-e fairlv considered. If tbe
law were «i amended «s te limit the exemption of this prop¬
er!* by a nniform maximum fc!,<J0o, and to tax tbe o»er-
planioaarhcaoe.no small rerenne wjuld be derived from
.neb church wealth a* could yield it with least inconvenience
Many devout men hold that a tax would tend lo awaken
and stimulate Into healthy exercise one of the leading Chris¬
tian virtues, an4niany of tlio churches ,«re aaid to favor its
imposition. Certainly the mm taxation of this wealth in¬
creases the taxation of those of the latwirlng mas.es wb»
hare no thare in it nnd no direct benefit from it.
This coincidence Is variously commented upon here,

snd some politicians shake fhotr heads In a knowing
end significant way when the matter is di»cas»cd. It
will be remembered flint scarcely two year* ago, when
the Governor had just taken the executive seal. It was
charged by some ol his political enemies that he had
written a letter to Colonel John .3. Moshy which was

highly tinctured with third terinism, and in which the
Governor nad promised to bring to the Csesaric banner
of Grant "fifty thousand Confederate braves." People
said at the "time that Kemper r,spired to the second
place on the national ticket in 1ST® with Grant, but per¬
haps ihat was mischievous and uncharitable. It Is but
fair to state that Governor Kemper denied the whole
soft impeachment, thongh, on tho other hand, there are
m my who to-day implicitly believe the story, and say
that it has never been satisfactorily explained away.
I give the whole of it for what it is worth, simply «ug-
gesting ihe question, "Is Governor Kemper In collusion
with President Grsnt on the church and school ques¬
tion, with an eye to the third term f"

PRENTICE MULFORDS LECTURE.

Last ovening, at Tronor's new hsll, No. 1,26® Broad¬
way, a remarkable religious lecturo took placo. The
above named orator defined bis religious views, but
with the style of Artemus Ward combined with tbe
logic and earnestness of John Btinyan. Mr. Mulford,
It seems, was one of the Argonauts ef '49, and he at¬
tracted a good de»: of the atheistic and materialistic
element; but so blended with humor and pathos was
his lecture that the audience was in doubt whether to
laugh or cry.doing a little of both.

Mr. Mulford commenced by narrating Incidents of
his rblldhood in a Puritan village, describing tbe vaga¬
ries of one John Piper, who was an exhorter. This
sketch was a masterpiece of quiet fun, and when the
speaker narrated his conversion In a village church
the audience was in sn uproar. From this piece of
personal narrative Mr. Mulford wandered rather
vaguely among Christian .and mythological subjects to
the ministrations of Christ and Ihe facta set forth in
the N'ew Testament, hut, it must bo said, always in a

reverent spirit and with mu«-h originality. Tne hall
win well filled with attentive listeners, and the Initial
lecturo must be called a success.

A RUNAWAY FOBOER CAUGHT.
On the 29th of October, 11*1, a man named Warren

Benning. alias Frederick Snedeeker, met by appoint¬
ment at Paige's Hotel a named Henry Coles, alias "Big
Harry " The latter handed him $10,000 worth of $'>00
and $'>00 Allentown. Pa., school bonds, and asked him
to take them to William Mulr, of 113 Broadway, and
borrow $7,.V00 upon Ihem. Benning called upon Mr.
Miitr, and the latter told him lo bring the bonds and he
would dispose of them lo the best advantage. Accord¬
ingly Coles snd Benning canto lo his ofllce together.
The" former said that he was anxious to rais#
cash, that he was compelled to visit Syracuse
at once aud could not await the disposal of
the bonds personally, and at tho same time
handed them to Benning In Mr. Mulr's presence, telling
the latter to band over the proceeds of the sale or loan
to Henntng The latter deposited the Imnds In the
hands of Mr. Mnir then and there. On the 1th anil 9th
days of November follow ing Mr. Mulr sold the bond*
lor $t».226, which he paid lo Penning, less commission.
The latter swears that he paid it over to Coles, reserv¬

ing only $260 as commission for his share in the trans-
an mi.. Soon after the sale Mr. Muir discovered that
the bonds were counterfeit. The two swindlers were

urrested and indicted for forgery in the Court of flea
er'al Sessions, in Maf, 1172, but when the ease was
called for trmi It was found tiiat the principal witness for
the people had been seni lo the New Jersey State Pri on.
and the case was in consequence deferred Coles somo
time after escapod irom the Sing Sing Prison and hi*
whereabout! remained unknown till a few (Mil ago,

when tt wm learned ibat ha vtt In Pennsylvania.
Distrtri Attorney Phelps at once procured th« neres-
»sry requisition from Governor Tilden. and tha runaway
vaa arrested in Philadelphia on Wednesday by De¬
tective Pan*. He wn brought before Judge Suther¬
land yesterday and committed to tba Tombs without
ball to awall trial.

A THKILLING STORT.

IMMBBSF.D IN A CIITKKM UKDEB CIRCUMSTANCES
OF INTXNHE BXCITEMENT.OJfE CHILD
DROWNED, AND NARROW KSCAPB OF FATHER,
MOTBBR AND WIN.

SpK*<'*nroKT, Dec. 22, 1879.
One of the saddest and most thrilling aflairs ever

known In tbla aectiou occurred on Saturday last, tu
South Greece, a few mitos from this place, the full par¬
ticulars of wbirb bare been received here. The family
of John Prenegrast, a )*>r but Industrious blacksmith,
Uvea In that Tillage. Mia. Prenegrast was engaged in

washing on Saturday morning, drawing water from a
cistern situated under one of their rooms In the rear of
the house. The opening to the clatern was ten uncov
ered, Mrs. Prenegrast drawing the water up with a pail
attached to a rope. The apartment she was

working In adjoins that over the clstcra,
and around ber were playing her two children,
one a little boy about three years old and a little girl
less than twa Busy at her work the mother did not
vottee (hat the youngest had g»M from the room, and
did not miss her mitil sho left her tab to go to the cis¬
tern to draw seme mow water. The little girl was no-
whero to bo seen. She called its nnme, but received no
answer. The cistorn was her llrst thought, mid she
rushed to tlio opening, which Is abont two fret square,
and dropping on ber knees, peered down through
tt Into the darkness. To hnr hcrror, she
saw ber baby utruggling In the water. Wilh-
.iit a moment's thought the agonized mother
let herse'.f down the opening to the water
below. The water was not over I wo feet deep. Grasp¬
ing the child iu her arms she found tbat it was not
dead but unconscious, and needed Inetunt attention to
keep it alive and restore it. It was impossi ble, how¬
ever, lor the poor mother to get out of the cisteru, but.
thinking that she might drag hersell out unencumbered
wltli the child, she threw it up through the opening tu
the floor above. Rut all her attempts to rhmb Irom
the cistern were unavailing, and she called loudly for
aid. Presently her little boy came toddling to tbe
opening, hearing her (aint cries, no doubt.

ni« but Jtiara ix.
He peered down into the cistern, but hta mother

mado frantic uppcals to him to go away and to call
some onotober aid. The little fellow, frightened at the
situation of liia mother, either Jumped or fell into the
cistern. The mother to,>k him Irom tho water stran¬
gling and rhokiog, and succeeded in rostoring him. She
then tried to put him up through the openisg, but
made three attempts before she succeeded. By super¬
human efforts she at last managed to grasp the edge of
the opening with her hands and drew herself up
so that she could ree her little girl, bnt no further.
The child was still gasping, but dle<l while her mother
was looking at her, helpless to render aid. When she
put her little boy out or the cistern sho had made him
understand that he must go tell his father, whose shop
was some distance away.

AI.AKH or TUB ItCStlAND.
The little fellow did as ho was bid, but he could not

make his father understand what he wanted, but the
blacksmith, knowing from tbe dripping clothes
and excited maimer of his child that something
was wrong, hastened to the house and found his
little daughter lying dead, and bis wife hanging on to
tbe edge of the cistern, the Intensity of ber grasp
presMng the blood out from beneath her .Qnger nails
and forced It In stream* from her nose and mouth. As
soon as she saw her husband enter she gave a scream of
agony and swooned away, falling bark Into the ristrrn.
Mr. Prenegrast immediaiely jumped In after her, and,
while he kopt ner from drowning, was unable to get
ber limp and lifeless body from the rlstcrn. To add to
the terror of his position ho bad to use
all his power #f persuasion and authority to prevrnt
Ills little boy Irom tumping in with his parents, and
could not induco him to leave the spot to coll aid, hn
standing In dangerous proximity to tbe opening,
screaming in his childish torror. Il was several min¬
utes before Mr. Prenegrast, by sprinkling bis wife with
water and chating ber temples and wrists as best
bo could, brought her bark to consclousncss,
and some time before sbe was able to help
herself, finally, by his aid sho drew herself out of the
cistern, and her husband surreeded in reaching the
room with little difficulty. l>r. Buell was sent for in
hope that the child might yet be restored, but life had
been extinct some time. Mrs. Prenegrast is lying In a
critical condition, being almost crazed with grief and til
from the excitement and exposure.

THE BIFLE.
The American Rifle Assorlation has propoted a series

of matches that are to come off to-morrow at the ranges
near Glen Drake, Prlhamville, K. Y. Tba following
matches will be contested:.
Snoncmrrww Matvii..Distance, 300 yards; any rifle;

trigger pull, three pounds; position, ofT-nand; en¬
trance fee, $1. One-half of entrance money to be for
benefit of association; balance divided between three
highest scores. Hours of shooting.10:30 A. M. to 1
P. M.. and 1:30 P. M. to 4 P. M. Entries are not
limited.
Ali.-Conkrs' Match..Conditions.Distance, soo

yards; any rifle; trigger pull, three pound*; position,
ofT-hsnd; entrance, $1 to members, $1 M) to others.
Hours of shooting.10:30 A. M. to 1 P. M., and 1.-30P.
M. to 4 P. M. first prize, $20 value; second prize, $15
value; third prize, $10 value; fourth prize, $5 value;
llfth prize, $3 value.
Dr Pr.TRTKK Dados Match. (Presented by General

J. Watts 1% Peyster; value, $300.).Distance, 300 yards;
open to any bomt/ule member of the National Guard;
military rifles only; position, off-hand; trigger pull,
six pounds; seven scoring shots, two sighting shots;
contestant* must shoot in uniform.

I.aiiixs' Match..Prizes, three in number, valued at
$16, $10, $A. Conditions.Distance, 300 yards; any
rifle; trigger pull, not less than three pounds: position,
offhand; entrance fee, $1. Hours of shooting.10:30
A. M. to 1 P. M., and 1:30 P. M. to 4 P. M.

TAMMANY SOCIETY.

A special meeting of tbe Tammany Society was held
last evening, Grand Sachem Augustus Srhell presiding.
The Hon. Abram S. Hewitt was installed as one of the
Sachems, after which he addressed the society, as did
also Mr. Henry I* Clinton and Delano Calvin, upon the
great importance of supporting tho government in tbe
furtherance oi tbe Centennial.

A THIRD TERM COMMENDED.

The republicans of the Seventeenth Assembly dis¬
trict held a meeting In Turner Hall, Forty-seventh
street, last evening, for the purposo of indorsing tho
former action of tho Executivo Committee of the District
Association and bearing financial reports. The report
Irom tho treasurer showed that the year's receipts had
been $2,0Sfi 34 and the exjttBses $1,A3A 49, leaving a
balance on hand of $447 85. A report denouncing tho
persons who were charged with having united with In¬
subordinate* in preventing the election of Mr. Stephen
N. Slmonson tor Aidcrman at tbe last Aldermanic elec¬
tion was presented, as the action of the committee ap¬
pointed on It, with power, and their action, expelling
the members concerned, was indorsed. The officers re¬
elected at a former meeting were called on for re¬
marks, when the President, Mr. J. W. Mason, who had
been elected six times, thanked the association, and
favored the re election of any good man for a third
term, provided the peoplo wanted him. Mr. G. W.
Creglcr, re-elected secretary, returned thanks, and the
meeting adjourned.

CURRENT POLITICAL NOTES.

The Chariestown (W. Va.) Spirit of J'ffcrton (dem.)
nominates Thomas A. Hendricks, of Indiana, for Presi¬
dent, and John Kelly, of New Yf.rk, for Vice President.
The Manhattan Xatirmalui nominates Blaine for

President and Bristow for Vice President.
The Scranton Republican (rep.) thinks there is no

good reason why the Republican National Convention
should aot bo held In March as later in tbe year, and
remarks tbat "the Convention will, in any event, bo
held within ths next flve months, and tne real con¬

testants for the nomination are ss ready now as they
will be at any time hereafter." The R'/mhlican asserts

that the evidences sre becoming more and more clear

every day that the only two acknowledged aspirants
for the nomination who are developing any real
strength are Secretary Bristow and ex-Speaker Blaine.
A Western paper thinks Senator Bayard ought to be

tm peach'd for speaking of Delaware as "my country,"
Tho Camden (N.J.) Iten (rep.) says the democrats

tn Congress, in |>assingihe antl third term resolution,
have "murdered their most potent auxiliary, have
killed the goose that laid their golden eggs, and have
shorn the Sam-on of democracy of those locks tn

which lay the secret of their strength," and adds,
"Henceforward the republicans will give no more

attention to the »ubjert, but devote thcmsolvc* to the
duty of finding a proper oticcessor to tlss Illustrious
patriot who now occupies the office of Chief Magis-
traie."
Says the Rochester Union (dem ):."The Freeman'$

Jtnirnal sates correctly, we behove, the religious ante¬
cedents of ex Speaker Blum#. \Te havo always under-
stood, since his appearance in public life, tbat be was

born of Catholic parents and reared In the Catholic
Church."
The Hartford I'mt (rep.) rather maliciously assert!

that Mr. Barnum (democratic Congressman from Con.
nectlcut) was probably "thrown into the Committee on

foreign Affairs because he has heretofore manifested
ao little interest In domestic affairs."

Discoursing upon the next Republican National Con¬
vention. the Cincinnati tiatelle (rep.) opposes the selec¬
tion of Philadelphia, and asserts that "every reason that
will bear the public eye is in favor of fixing the placc of
the Convention west of the mountains." The (Mtetu,
.f course, speaks a favorabla word In bahalf of Cincin-

THE BIBLE IN THE SCHOOLS

| SOMAN CATHOLICISM DENOUNCED AT A PDBLH
MKEITNQ THB SCHOOL LEAGUE DKTERMOTB
TO "BOLD Till FORT."
The North Baptist cburch wM about two-third« Oiled

with M« and gentlemen l..t night, the former pre¬
ponderating In number*, the oceaa.on being a publli
meeting of -the friend* of the Bible in our commoi
.cboola" Many of those preaent, eVen among thoM
who wore exported to .peak, supposed thai
the meeting «» »o be held nndor the
suspires of the Common School League, but
it really held under the auspices of the Alphs
Association of the Ninth ward, among the leading mem.
bers or which present last evening were Louie Schneider
A. H. Dallinger, C. H. I.uacomb, W. Dison, C. Hen'
drlckson, W. Ganette, G. Parker and J. Finlay. From
Ihe pulpit depended a banner, upon which was dis¬
played the United States arms, surrounded by thf
motto:.

Ktenial rigllatico li Ihe price of liberty.
The chatr was occupied by l>r. Newton. Proceeding*

were opened with prayer by Rev. Dr. McCarthy. "My
Country, 'tis of Thee," was sung by tbe entire asset*.

binge. The presiding officer then introduced the Rev.
David Gregg, pastor of tbe Third Reformed Presby.
terlan cburch, who Hald:.

'"A,K,,A*. f.awits ako Qbxtlbkb*.In appear

deflnin*"«nr r>««n! " 1 tnk« liberty ol
dellning my position. Tho Nkw York Hfrai d in .

lengthy production from ,hn pen of on, of It!
reporters. entitled tl.e o. A U » a masked
association, has published a llckei whl^h wM
issued as a call fur our meeting to-night. From this it
may have boon suP|>osod by *omo that we have met
together under the auspices of this sec^J
association, and that we .re to ni»i,Y
on Its platform. I would liko to say th«
1 appear here to night not upon that platform l ac

cepled the Invitation to speak supposing that the meet
ug was held ike lormer meetings' uuder the au,p?£
of the School League. I .m not In any way connected

s«'cmnny SeCr<>t HO<!'e,y> ant' 1 am, strango as It may

f k .<
OPPOSKO TO am, SKCHKT A8SOCIATIOXS.

I believe In the free light of God'B heaven and that ifw»
cxnlt the right in thU life it will obtain power over all
the arts of men. I appear, then, to-night, simply to
Npcak my firm convictions. 1 come to-night, knowing
nothing of this secrot association, save whsl
has been taught mo by tho Xuw York
Hkraii n I am openly opposed to tho Catholic system
of religion as we llml it in our lund. I believe thai

W*w ro?<1 ol," ln ",0 docuinonts which the
Infallible head of the Church" has given

to the world to peruse. Is a curse
to this land and because of this I openly and
fearlessly lift up my voice against It and
ag.Inst all Its aggressions tonight I object
to it because it strives to bring my country
under obligations to the Roman State, and because
it seeks to throw down tho common schools and tho
Bible which our fathers put into those schools when
they Instituted them. Had thore been no Bible tbera
would have been no pilgrims, to republic,
no Mayflower covenant with the Almighty
God, and there would have been no Plymouth Rock

l,r lathers saw that they wore indebted
' -»H5" K*vSw U ,'s on heirloom to

their children. The value they put upon
H may be seen from tho fact that in 1797 thov Mient
*30,000 of the public money In purchasing Bibles foi
this great American nation, in 1773 thev entered Into
an agreement for the printing of the Bible for tli«
nation. It was printed under the direction of Robert
Aiken, in the c;ty of Philadelphia, and that Bible as
printed, was roeommended by public resolution
of Congress to the people of the Initod
States. \ou soo from this that under ita
Divine influence this nation has grown up Tho rev¬
erend speaker hero said that he rejected all tho praise
which has been given to our public schools by Infidels
and Catholics. I'hev havo praised tho course of studies
and have recotnmonded the system of calis¬
thenics in them, but they have condemned
the presence of that which Is the animating spirit in
the schools.the spirit radiating from the Biblo. The

BntaitTa"!^1 ",0 '-ommercial prosperity of Great

TBR SCOCIUU or OKRMAXT
over France in the late war to the love for Bible read,
ing which obtains in both those lands. Germany hon.
ors God.that is. it is a Biblo loving nation. He said
»ou will write upon tho history of our country the fact
that tbe tlrst hundred years wero attained under its
teaching and the love of God. Writo it in order that
those who come to study the secret of our success may
lind It, and In order tbat nations may seo lust
the point of the beginning of our decline
as a nation. Hut there might he a second reason per-
haps, why we oppose tho Catholic svstem, and that is
because the Catholic Church is opposed to our
idea that tbe State has the right to edu¬
cate Its own citizens. Sho arrogates to her.
self entirely the right to educate her own children
into her system. Wo can show that our government it
bound to protect itself from the aggressions of these

wp shal1 have shown that it is not
the Bible in our school, but Ihe school itself which
thoy oppose. The nmn who is opposed to their
system is anathematized. This Catholic Church in our
land is opposed to our Republic, us it now
'"

.w ,.orce<1 from ,he ^O'ch. It is laboring
-.u.k

hr",«: lhl8 nntion >nto a union
with the Catholic Church-lnto a union in which our

,r«i?ball aland, not opon equal terms with the
Catholic Cburch, but shall be subservient to the Church
in proof of this we refer you to the syllabus of the

.kT.. ,.lhL8 ,I>res'Dt da>' 11 '« longer possible
that1lUe V L °i!c Church shall be held as tho only
religion of the State. Whero does tins syllabus come
from? Not from the President of tho United States,
but from the Roman See, who claims not
only to be the head of tho Church but the
head or (he State, and who to day Incarcerates hlmseii
in the \ atican bceausc he Is not permitted

. TO RCUt OVKR TIIK .VATIOKM
as in days gone by. We are opposed to this system
because it issues Its maudates in a foreign
land and interferes with our government
and our liberties. The Catholic Church has secret soci¬
eties, and It covers up Its schemes, and I sav that our
patriotism would be worth very little If we didn't take
ull lawful measures to slop the progress of this .svstem
In our land. People say, '-You will Inaugurate a civil
war in our land." That is for the Romanists to consider
not for us. It is they who are seeking to destroy our
institutions, th*y arc the agitators, and if civil war
ever comes upon them will fall tho responsibility and I
know that Heaven will infallibly smite tlicm'down
lie has always done so in the past. But whencc comes

'?ls .2* of C'V|1 war? » ls from the friends
Of this system In tho press. They point
out prominent opponents to the Catholic svstem
and they give their names in full and the numbers of
their residences and the places where they hold their
meetings, that they may make tbern

I TltF. TARGET OF SOMK BIGOT
that they may bring them down; that they may cause
the bullet to go to them, and thus may light
the conflagration of war in our midst. Just look at
the Romanists as they congregate In our land
They put before them the lion of religious war, and
the people flee from its presence, and Roman¬
ism goes quietly on with Its anti-republican
principles and its opposition to the people
Remember tho story told of David In the Bible. It is
said that when a lion and boar invaded his father's
land he slew them, arid you can slay tins lion of re¬

ligious war. (I.oud applause.)
The cboir then sung "Hold the Fort," and the sing.

Ing was Joined In by the entire assemblage with great
enthusiasm.
The Rev. Dr. Mtlllgan, of the Twenty.elghth street

church, began his address by quoting the last lin«
of the hymn which had Just been sung.

nr Tit* arack or go11 ws wti.i,

maintain tbe Bible In the Dubllc schools.
1 have always had a great respect for
the Now York Hcsai.b. As a news gatherer
It is peerless. As an African explorer
it is alone; and as an Investigator of tho "O A U " it
Is alone again Well. I will And no fault' with' the
Her ami's enterprise, if It will only go a little further-
ir It will only send one of it* smooth shaven
reporters, who will tell tho truth as it
should he told, with his rowl and hi* surplus on; who
will go and investigate th* old gentleman who iny good
brother here caller the .Infallible," at Rome

bre!,f P'nnmng In «ecr#t at Rome,
and If the Hkiumi will only spread out Its
report, I will buy it, read it and send It to in? friends.
I.et it go a little further. Cardinal McCloskey with his
red co.it holds secret meetings. Let ,he smooth-faced
reporter go in there and tell us what he does at them.
The speaker continued In this strain for len minutes.
He was followed by the Rev. W. B. Mer¬
rill, who stated, on tho authority of a
blue-covered book, which was published at Youngs-
town, Ohio, in IWW, a great many fact* about Catholicity
which will startle manj; Catholics themselves.

WORK FOR THF. CORONERS.

Warren I.azelle, aged seventy-five year.<, a clerk in
the Comptroller's office, dropped dead In City Hall
Park yesterday afternoon at three o'clock. Ill* family
wero Immediately notified, and a son and a number of
friends were soon at tiio Twenty sixth precinct station
house, where his body was removed to. Mr. LazMIe
lived at No. (t Livingston street, Brooklyn. Coroner
Woltman held an inquest last night

It has been decided in tbe ease of Frederick Albrecht,
who was run over by a Fourth avenue car at the City
Hall .on the ISth Inst., mat an amputation of his leg
will lie necessary. It is thought at tbe Chambers
Street Hospital, where Albrecht lies, that the pntiont
will die.

At two A. M. yesterday Roundsman Kelly, of the Kigh
teenth precinct, lound the body of au unknown man
drowned at the loot of Kant Nineteenth street The
man appeared to bo aliout thirty live yeir« ol age, had
black liair and mustache, no whiskers and was dressed
In a while shirt, two coats, black pantaloons and vest,
gray undershirt and woollen stockings and laced shoes.
The body was removed to the Morgue, and Coronet
Kickhofl' will Investigate the case as to the cause ol lni
death.
Another unknown man, about thirty years old, was

found by Officers Parkin and McCiibo," of the Ktffhth
product, at m* o'clock yeali-rday morning, lying on the
sidewalk In Thompson street, between >priny and
Prince streets. In au Insensible condition and was taken
to tho station house, where he died about two hours
alter. Deceased was of light completion with ligut
hair and mnstacne, and had ou it much worn dark
.uii, overshoes, 110 stockings and a high crowned tell
bat with a wide brim, liti body was also removed to
the Morjua.


